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CHAP. IL
OF SIMPLE COMBUSTIBLES,

BY combustibles I mean substances capable of combus-
tion ; and by simple combustibles, bodies of that nature
which have not hitherto been decompounded. These
Number. bodies are only four in number ; namely, HYDROGEN^
CARBON, PHOSPHORUS, and SULPHUR, The metals
might indeed be classed among combustible bodies ;
but the greater number of their properties are so differ-
ent from those of the four bodies just mentioned* that it
is proper to consider them by themselves as a distinct
class of bodies. All our classifications are in fact arti-
ficial ; Nature does not know them, and will not sub-
mit to them. They are useful, however, as they en a*
ble us to learn a science sooner, and to remember it bet-
ter ; but if we mean to derive these advantages from
them, we must renounce a rigid adherence to arbitrary
definitions^ which Nature disclaims.